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Dear Howard, 7/8/77 

I’m getting worse on names when I din 1 1 write them down* I guess that in part I do 
not write them down because I don’t want to be bothered with them/. Anyway, you are not 
veil enough known in Phildelphla for Greater Philadelphia magazine to have known about 
you. I took care of that today with one reason in mind. How that moat of the many tensions 
of the day have worn 1 can think- of another* 



Tiu should be hearing from a gtky named &ike, I think Mallow or Marrow, on the mag’s 
staff. *his holds possibilities of making you ma and pa proud and happjr, my instinctive 
reason whan 1 asked him how I become local for Phi In? (He is due here Monday. )H© did not 
know I was bom in Phila. But he said, welly he has spoken to Vecht... 

Ponzi plans a book and has all aiding. This I learned from him. 

8e came to me only because of a very fine young man who used to be *ack ^V^inney’ s 
onpair producer on WCAU, Maury bevy, who held the job x to work hi a way through daytime 
college. I don’t know if I’d recognize Maury now but my recollections of his them is of 
a really good human being. But this was before yout time so ^aury did not know of you. 



I’ve confessed my prejudices about you. When he is here he’ll hear other kinds of 
prejudices* (it may not make my mother aa happy because with cou/sins and a sister and 
brother-in-law in rhila. it will get back.) 

r eninds me. This I’ve gotta tell you. My mother called me after the Lou Gordon show 
was aired in r hila. Fron the teas ter s she and all her friends knew. All the ridatives. Mush 
have made a significant difference in Ma Bell’s listing. The she called me* To tell me whajff 
How proud she was I didn t lose my temper. But how she loved all the things all the others 
tgl^ her* ^his is what I^have in mind for your folks* ^§Gordon died so the real reason I — 
was out there to do the' show is gone.) 

I don’t remember if you met the two AU girls I’m find of, fam and Lila. Lila phoned 
just as I was finishing my greatly exapanded permitted exercises twice to the end of the 
lane and back three times a day rather than once. By a carbon of this ^im will know that 
after she gets back for the coming semester he’ll have a junior research assistant who 
will use^the AU law library to do research for him. She was on a talking jag and it was good 
for me. artly because it was different than what has been on my mind and partly because 
I’m genuinely gind of these fine young people and the more I see them mature the happier 
it makes me. She slept through my appearance on Good Morning America but her pal im told 
her very simply, "He’s still giving ’em hell." Some review! 

I don t know if the mmx anti-coagulent prescribed about two weeks ago by a local doctor 
has helped or not but I do know that having it cut back yesterday has. Can§t take a drink 
with it except after 8 hours. Not much point in rousing from a sound sleep to Aake a drink 
to relax, is there? It does help me relax, and I do have the nedd. With the f urtherwith- 
drawl of the medicine I can start tomorrow about 2 p.m. (The one goo g thing I got from an 
antagonistic doctor who was also put in a bad position by a bureaucracy, not me, is "good 
idea” on drinking to relax. She has an cccent. Bet she is European, maybe even a WWII bride.) 
After she examined my legs and a little of the thighs and more after she saw my legs turn 
purple the antiginism retreated - while my apprehensions escalated. 

There is a f unnybusiness ^il and I, who hold a local doctor in high regard, are in- 
clined to attribute either to outright lies by GHA or to the compromised sitatgion in 
which this nice doctor finds himself ■ bis-s-vis GHA xxti and me. Ln was with me when he 
put me on a mild anti-coagulent 6/27 and said if there was no remission by the time I had 
taken what he prescribed hospitalization for some sophisticated testing would be indicated. 
I’m addressing you as executor as well as friend. Night before last he actually counseeled 
me, with ^il on the phone, to blast through the bureaucracy by going to the DC hospital 
of choice, exaggerating my leg pains in the emergency room until admitted and then let 
things work themselves out. I could not do that. But when with jim having loused up a 
(^ay b cause ^11 asked him to shepherd me and forfend against my blowing up as well as 
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helping in other way had to. leave beczuse of deadlines I finally saw a doctor I was told 
he had said other than this. I have no way of knowing, ^his meaning that in his opinion 
I should have been hospitalized for these tests, some of whicft have a bad reputation 
among those prejudiced against the disagreeable. 

Where there is agreement, absent testing, it appears that A do have some Und 0 f 
arterial problem. It appears to be in the legs, something like an inadequate supply of 
blood to them results in some kind of oxygen impoverishment that tires me. I didnit have 
to be t 0 i d about thetttednees. ^im has known of it for a while without any doctor telling 
him. There is cold comfort in the eplanation. But os of yesterday, in the <214 view, there 
was no need for any testing. But after all this time there is an acknottdgement of an 
unde scribed arterial problejp. 

The way it works out is that when I was consuming no alcohol, said to be fattening, 
oy weight went up. I can’t do much to love any, either. And that what is , or in the past 
has been bbnaficial to the venous condition is nono for the presumed arterial condition. 

miss the walking. I don t think there is a p ine needle along the lane I don t know so 
w’ve paved^f 10 ^ 0 811(1 forthin € today I at least read the paper. Safe°now that 

, ^ told me today that we have prevailed enough in the ^imondstein case. Crooks 

who did not pay for books. The Judge supported Jim on his allegation of frauf and punitive 
damages. If they have received the bill from their lawyers yet I’ll bet they’ll settle. 

- e wildest part is that when we have alleged a single entry, a continuing transaction, 
one account, the week before the Judge decides they sned us an order that asks no questions 
a ou terms or credit, encloses no cash, etc., proving that it was an open account all 

over again. Snd pe haps the wildest pa*t is that it is the one book not in short supply 

md avaiiable to them via NIC source, if at a loss to me. I fcuess the difference is 
between the lower or operating level and the higher or stealing level. 

When I got back from DC last night it was Just in time for a call from Jim it ague. 

It appears understated too much in the draft of an affidavit for him. It turns out 
that because of some speacial meaning of the word "chip" in the auto business he tilings 

ff J* 1 ? "JJ* on tb f °f xb 111 h® 1 ™ 8 of “» "abrassion." W&ich in some way is better because 
that is the smoothest part of the g dug-up curbstone. Maybe nothing can make points 
be ore a Pratt but I think it will make a good record and can be of value before appeals. 

. Say nothing about it because I will want to bide my time and occasion* but I do 

TMhH o hat ann ®2 baum * who has remained close to ^ane, has actually hired the second 
Bichard Sprague, if he has asked me to select the single most self-destructive thing he 
oould do coula 1 have improved? But first I vwe want to be sure it has ha P: «ned. 

Need I mention there is another Rochard Sprague, whose kooks go n g on ? 
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